
 
 
 
 
January 2, 2018    SUPPORT 
 
The Honorable Jim Beall 
California State Senate 
State Capitol Building, Room 5066 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: SB 215 (Beall) – As Proposed to be Amended - Diversion of Persons with Mental 

Disorders 
 
Dear Senator Beall, 
 
The California Psychiatric Association represents over 3,500 psychiatric physicians and is in 

support of SB 215.  SB 215 would authorize a court, with a consenting defendant, to postpone 

prosecution of an offense punishable in a county jail in favor of a pretrial diversion program 

under circumstances that would satisfy the court of the existence of a mental order.  Further, 

the court just find that this disorder played a significant role in the commission of the offense, 

and that the defendant would benefit from treatment. The defense would arrange for mental 

health treatment utilizing local resources and with the courts consent that treatment would be 

provided to the defendant.   

Since the advent of the Lanterman Petris Short Act in 1967, and the start of the closure of state 

hospitals at that same time, an adequate mental health treatment system has been promised 

but not delivered. Today, we have more resources because of the Mental Health Services Act 

and we have effective tools like assertive community treatment, assisted outpatient treatment, 

crisis residential programs, and many early intervention programs which can be wonderfully 

effective. Yet well over 100,000 individuals and perhaps as high as 200,000 individuals receive 

mental health treatment in a jail setting annually. Another 30,000 receive mental health 

treatment in our state prisons. It’s clear we must do better, and find solutions to the 

criminalization of those with mental illness. Counties avidly express a desire to find ways to 

reduce the criminalization of the mentally ill. SB 215 provides a very positive step forward by 

providing an alternate pathway that avoids incarceration and instead provides critical 

treatment in the community.  

A recent study investigated the history of 300 individual Californian’s with Incompetent to 

Stand Trial status and found that more than 50% of these individuals were homeless when 

arrested. The total group averaged 7 previous convictions, and all spent months severely 

psychotic and untreated in jail before entering the IST track through court adjudication. Most of 

these individuals were known to local behavioral health departments, many were enrolled in 

programs within those departments.  

Had a diversion program been available, these individuals likely would have ended up in 

treatment programs instead of jails: much more humane and therapeutic for individuals with 



 

mental conditions, at much-reduced costs to the jails and courts. SB 215 would provide this 

pathway to engagement within existing resources.  

With a court as the referring agency, and with the prospect of possibly returning to court in the 

event of non-compliance with treatment, studies indicate that most individuals (up to 80%) will 

comply with treatment orders. This is a well-studied feature of mental health and assisted 

outpatient treatment courts as illustrated by many peer reviewed articles in nationally 

recognized scientific journals.  SB 215 will help make better use of current mental health 

treatment resources, while reducing the impacts, including fiscal impacts, on law enforcement, 

jails, and the courts.  

We are very pleased to support SB 215 and recommend it to your colleagues in the legislature.  

 

Randall Hagar, Director of Government Relations 
California Psychiatric Association 
 


